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The involvement of “citizens” (whether members of the general public or dedicated volunteers) to
undertake data collection for regional-scale scientific studies is a key tool to achieve shared decisions in
the field of biological conservation. Reef Check Italia on/us is applying fast and effective protocols since
2008 involving both young students and recreational divers, to collect data on abundance and
distribution of target species, along beaches and underwater.

More than 500 volunteer divers, specifi-
cally trained, day by day are building a geo-
referred map for more than 40 spe-
cies, a unique source of information

for the Mediterranean Sea. Volun-""
teers report the abundance of tar-
get species that have been sele-
cted according to ecologi-
cal importance, level of pro-
" === tection, and vulnerability
TN to climate change. The
strength of the project
is in the huge amount
of data that have
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